
MESSAGE FROM THE HONORARY CHAIRPERSON OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Dear friends and colleagues,

The Thalassaemia International Federation is pleased to announce the 2nd Pan-European Conference on Haemoglobinopathies,
organised in partnership with Charité-Universitätsmedizin Berlin in the context of its 300-year anniversary.

This conference brings together patients, medical professionals and other stakeholders from all over Europe in order to share
best practices on patient care, prevention and patient empowerment. The Scientific Committee has put together a comprehensive
programme that includes topics of interest to doctors and patients alike. This is the first TIF conference organised for a mixed
audience, including both patients and health professionals, and we hope that this new format will help participants to learn from
each other and exchange their views and experiences in a positive and constructive environment.

We, the organisers, particularly encourage participating patients to ask questions, raise issues, network and socialise. We want
this conference to be not only useful and informative, but an inspirational event that will motivate you, and all of us, to continue
our important work together for the benefit of all patients with haemoglobin disorders, in a Europe without dividing borders.

We look forward to welcoming you to Berlin!

Panos Englezos
President
Thalassaemia International Federation

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES
The organisation of the conference is overseen by a Scientific Committee, responsible for formulating the programme, and an
Organisation Committee. The Committee members include internationally recognised experts in the field of haemoglobinopathies,
as well as patient representatives for thalassaemia and sickle cell disease.
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FINAL ANNOUNCEMENT
IMPORTANT NOTE: CHANGE IN CONFERENCE VENUE
Due to unprecedented interest, and in order to accommodate all those who wished to attend, the conference has been
moved to Andel’s Hotel Berlin, Landsberger Allee 106, 10369 Berlin. For information and location map please see
www.andelsberlin.com
Coach transfer to the conference venue will be arranged for those delegates who have booked their accommodation
at Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Centre or Ritz Carlton hotels.



REGISTRATION TO THE CONFERENCE
Those delegates whose participation has been confirmed will need to register to the conference. At registration you will receive
your delegate badge and conference bag. We regret no further delegates can be accepted at this time.

Important note: Due to the large number of delegates, delegates are asked to register on Friday 12 March at the pre-
registration desk at Courtyard by Marriott hotel. This will ensure a smooth start the next day, and avoid a long wait in
queues. Late registration on Saturday morning is only for late arrivals.

Please note only registered delegates with a delegate badge can enter the conference hall, lunch and coffee areas.

CONFERENCE VENUE
Andel’s Hotel Berlin, Landsberger Allee 106, 10369 Berlin is located in the eastern section of the city near the historical
Alexanderplatz Square. There are Metro, Tram and S-Bahn stations directly by the hotel, which will take you quickly and
conveniently to the heart of the city.

ACCOMMODATION
Delegate accommodation has been arranged at the following hotels:
• Andel’s Hotel Berlin (4*), Landsberger Allee 106, 10369 Berlin
• Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Center Hotel (4*), Axel-Springer-Strasse 55, 10117 Berlin
• Ritz Carlton (5*) Potsdamer Platz 3, 10785 Berlin

COACH TRANSFERS TO THE CONFERENCE VENUE
Coaches will be arranged for those delegates who had booked their accommodation at the Courtyard by Marriott or the Ritz
Carlton. The coach timetables are as follows:

Saturday 13 March
07:30 Courtyard/Ritz Carlton to Andel’s
18:30 Andel’s to Ritz Carlton/Courtyard
20:15 Courtyard/Ritz Carlton to Andel’s (return tbc)

Sunday 14 March
08:30 Courtyard/Ritz Carlton to Andel’s
17:00 Andel’s to Ritz Carlton/Courtyard

TRANSLATION FACILITIES
The official language of the conference is English. Simultaneous interpretation will be available for the following languages:
German, French, Greek and Italian.

All delegates who need translation will be allocated a set of headphones. These can be collected before entering the conference
hall, using the duplicate name badge you will find in your conference bag. We ask you kindly to make sure you have handed
back your headphones at the end of the conference.

PRE-CONFERENCE MEETINGS
Two pre-conference meetings will take place on Friday 12 March 2010 at the Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Center Hotel.
Please note these are closed meetings for invited participants only.

13:30 – 15:30 1st meeting of TIF’s European Network of Patients’ Organisations
and Medical Professionals in the Field of Hb Disorders

16:00 – 18:00 1st meeting of TIF’s Expert Patient Programme

The agenda of both pre-conference meetings is available on the TIF conference website (www.thalassaemia.org.cy/conference.html).
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Pre-conference registration:

Date: Friday 12 March
Time: 09:00–21:00
Venue: Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Center Hotel ONLY
The registration room will be signposted.

Late registration – only for delegates arriving late on
Friday 12 March:

Date: Saturday 13 March
Time: 08:00–09:00
Venue: Andel’s Hotel ONLY
The conference hall and registration desk will be signposted.



CONFERENCE DINNER
A Conference Dinner will take place on Saturday 13 March at 21:00 hours at Andel’s Hotel. Transport will be arranged for
those staying at Courtyard by Marriott or Ritz Carlton.

Please note that for accompanying persons who are not conference delegates, the cost of the gala dinner is 35   per person.

If you have not yet confirmed your wish to attend the dinner, we ask you to do so by Monday 8 March.

BERLIN AIRPORT AND RAILWAY STATION TRANSFERS
Please note that there is no arranged transport from and to the conference hotels.
There are a number of public transport options from Tegel and Schönefeld airports and Berlin railway stations using bus,
underground and tram connections.

For those who wish to take a taxi, the fare from Tegel airport to Andel’s Hotel should be approximately    22, and to Courtyard
by Marriott Berlin City Center approximately    25. Taxi from Schönefeld airport to Andel’s Hotel should cost approximately   32
and to Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Center approximately    40. (One way, prices are estimates only.)

For location maps and directions, please refer to the hotel websites:
* Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Center: http://www.marriott.com/hotels/maps/travel/bermt-courtyard-berlin-city-center/
* Andel’s Hotel Berlin: http://www.andelsberlin.com/en/location/

GETTING AROUND IN BERLIN
Berlin is a city with a vibe all of its own, and wherever you go, you can experience the pulsating life on the boulevards, in the
art galleries and at the flea markets, and in the city's 300 clubs and 7,000 bars and restaurants – many of which are open around
the clock. The events of the past have left their mark on the cityscape, and the city is still changing today.

There is no organised tour for the conference delegates as the transportation system with the city circle bus is one of the most
convenient and cost effective ways to visit Berlin. The bus, with a tour guide on board, stops at the 22 most important places of
interest in Berlin and allows visitors to hop on and off whenever they like, using the same 24-hour ticket at the price of   20).
More information will be provided in the conference bags.

TIF TRAVEL GRANTS – REIMBURSEMENTS OF EXPENSES
For delegates benefiting from the TIF travel grant (sponsorship) programme, reimbursements will be processed at the following
times:

Friday 12 March, 10:00–13:30 and 15:00–20:00
Venue: Courtyard by Marriott Berlin City Center Hotel, registration room
Responsible TIF officer: Mrs Mikaella Panayiotou

Due to EC regulations, please note that in order to receive your reimbursement you need to present the following
documents:
• Registration number
• Letter received from TIF confirming your sponsorship and its level
• Original airplane boarding pass
• Original invoice indicating the cost of your ticket

VISA REQUIREMENTS
Delegates are responsible for ensuring they hold the requisite valid travel documents. The organisers are not responsible for
any failure to obtain the necessary visa.

CANCELLATION POLICY
Due to administrative procedures, no cancellations of registrations or hotel accommodation can be accepted at this point.

LIABILITY
The Organisers are not liable for personal accidents, loss or damage of private properties of the registered participants during
the Conference. Participants should make their own arrangements with regard to personal insurance.

DISCLAIMER
Whilst every attempt will be made to ensure that all aspects of the Conference mentioned in this announcement will take place
as scheduled, the Organisers reserve the right to make changes should the need arise.
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